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CLINICIAN CHECKLIST FOR EXTERNAL BREAST PROSTHESES
Policy References: 

§ Local Coverage Determination (LCD) (L33317)

§ Policy Article (A52478)

§ MLN Fact Sheet: Ordering External Breast Prostheses & Supplies

Documentation References: Standard Documentation Requirements Policy Article (A55426)

The treating clinician must complete the following items:

Standard Written Order (SWO)

Medical records as noted below

Medical Documentation

Documentation of a past mastectomy or breast absence supporting medical necessity with 
one of the covered diagnosis codes listed in the External Breast Prostheses- Policy Article 
A52478

A prosthesis or related item’s diagnosis code

– Original surgical documentation isn’t necessary 

If ordering a different type of breast prosthesis for a beneficiary who already has one, 
document the beneficiary's medical condition change, which explains the need for a 
different type of breast prosthesis

The LCD does not specify the quantity of bras or camisoles that are covered. A physician 
determines what is reasonable and necessary on a case-by-case basis. Medical records should 
reflect and support what is ordered and dispensed to a beneficiary.

https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/lcd.aspx?LCDId=33317
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/view/article.aspx?articleId=52478
https://www.cms.gov/outreach-and-education/medicare-learning-network-mln/mlnproducts/downloads/externalbreastprosthesis-mln3754874.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleid=55426
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-coverage-database/details/article-details.aspx?articleid=55426
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fmedicare-coverage-database%2Fview%2Farticle.aspx%3FarticleId%3D52478&data=05%7C01%7CRachelle.Carlson%40noridian.com%7Cc18a846d34d94dff359908db2181ef79%7Cd949fb00e2f540e9a077ad0421619953%7C0%7C0%7C638140614185222789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vHiT6sE136Ysul39B5lz3dsSOBcpsRpNy6MQ3t5T32s%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cms.gov%2Fmedicare-coverage-database%2Fview%2Farticle.aspx%3FarticleId%3D52478&data=05%7C01%7CRachelle.Carlson%40noridian.com%7Cc18a846d34d94dff359908db2181ef79%7Cd949fb00e2f540e9a077ad0421619953%7C0%7C0%7C638140614185222789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vHiT6sE136Ysul39B5lz3dsSOBcpsRpNy6MQ3t5T32s%3D&reserved=0
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